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Former undersheriff accused
of blocking FBI probe into
abuse of L.A. County inmates

Former
Undersheriff
Paui Tanaka
has pleaded not
guitty to the
charges.




By Sarah Favot v
-sarah favot@langnews.com -
@sarahfavot on Twitter

P .
abuse in the Los: Angeles County b
Sheriff’s Department jails’ reached
" the executive fevel Thursday with s
. the 1ndmtment of former Under-

.. pariment,” said Acting U.S. A

torney Stephanie Yonekura in wi

.~ ~announcing the-indictments. at ch
A mornlng news conference in -Bat
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INDICTMENT

By Sandy Mazza
sandy.mazza@longnews.com
@sandymazza on Twitter

Gardena Mayor Paul
Tanaka announced Thurs-
day that he will take a
leave of absence from City
Hall while he fights federal
chairges that he obstructed
justice while working as sec-
ond in command at the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

But colleagues say hisloss
will be felt in the community
he has called home for five
decades, where the problems
he faces with federal pros-
ecutors seem a world away.

“He’s probably one of
the nicest people I've ever
worked with in the whole
political realm,” said long-
time City Council cofleague

Tasha Cerda. “He does what

he says. People in Gardena,
dor’t just like him, they love
him. He’s been in leader-
ship management for a long
time, and here in Gardena it
shows very well.”

If Tanaka is convicted of
a felony, he will be forced
to leave office permanently,
City Attorney Peter Wallin
sdid. Until thex, it’s legal for

him to hold onto his part-.

time elective position.

“Mr. Tanaka will ask the
City Council for an excused
leave of absence as he deals
with these legal matters,
and he hopes toremain on
the elected panel to continue
to fulfill his responsibilities
to his fellow citizens as the
case against him proceeds,”
City Manager Mitch Lans-
dell said in a written state-

e leave s Gardena mayor

ment Thursday.

“Importantly, these

‘charges arise from allega-

tions that have absolutely

on behalf of the city:of Gar-
dena. Both as a city coun-
¢ilman and mayor in a city
he has called home for 50
yvears, Mr. Tanaka has been
an effective elected official
and a strong advocate for

Gardena citizens — and we,

know he will continue to
be. We will have no further
cornment.”

Gardena, a largely bed-
room community of 62,000
people roughly 13 miles
southwest of downtown Los
Angeles, is an ethnically di-
verse suburb with large con-
tingenis of Japanese-Amer-
ican and Korean-American
residents.

There, Tanaka won his

third mayoral term in -

March 2013 without cam-
paigning, beating out a

nothing to do with his work..longtime councilwoman

with strong support despite
the controversy surrounding
him over his role as Los An-
geles County’s undershertff,
At the time, the FBI was in-
vestigating the Sheriff’s De-
partment over reports of in-
mate abuse. As undersheriff,
Tanaka was in charge of the
budget and the jails.
Tanakalaunched a bid for

sheriff in hopes of replacing.

his former boss, Lee Baca,
and qualified in June 2014
for a runoff against Long
Beach Police Chief Jim Me-
TDxonnell. But the FBI inves-
tigation weighed like an an-

chor around his campaign:

and he was pummeled at the

polls in November.

Tanaka, who is also a
certified public accountant,
was first elected mayor of
Gardena in 2005 after serv-
ing on the City Council for
six years. In 2006, he helped
City Manager Lansdell ne-
gotiate a debt repayment
scheditle that prevented the
city from filing bankruptcy.
The previous city manager,
who went to-prison after
he was caught embezzling
money, had left behingd $26
million in debt from two
failed programs.

. Since then, the city has
delivered. consistently bal-
anced budgets and man-
aged to save millions in an
emergency reserve fund.

His colleagues say Tana-
ka's steady leadership,

sirong budgeting skills and

calm demeanor on the coun-
¢il have shaped his reputa-
tion in the city through
three terms as mayor.

“I'm under the assump-
tion that the old adage
of ‘innocent until proven
guilty” is -the situation,”
Councilman Dan Medina
said. “He’s been a good stew-
ard as far as the City Coun-
cilis concerned. He's on the
finance committee, and the
city’s finances have come a
long way.

“He attends ribbon cut-
tings, meetings, even fu-
nerals,” Medina said. “He
knows how to keep our
meetings really concise.
T've seen other city councils
run with drama and name-
calling and finger-pointing,
1 can honestly say he stops
that from happening.”

Aamarr and aaaminEahilifir in
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Tanaka and Carey, whe
headed the internal eriminal
investigations in the jails —
“the very unit that was sup-
posed to oot owt” corrup-
tion, according to Yonekura
—pleaded not guilty Thurs-
day afternoon to charges of
copspiring o obstruet jus-
tice' and obstructing jus-
tide. Carey also pleaded not
guiltyto two perjury charges.

If eonvicted, Tanaka would -

¢ & maximum senience of
years. Carey faces 25 years.
- "Fapaka, who appeared in
federal court in a blue shirt
and black sports jacket, was
expected to post his $50,000
hond with a deed to a con-
dominium in Diamond Bar.
Carey, in a white dress shirt
and dark siacks, was Te-
feased on $100,000 bond.

Trial proceedings are sched-

uied to begin July 7.
Tanaka's wife, who is a

Sheriff’s Department detec-

{ive, attended the arraign-

Tanaka’s attorpey, H.
Dean: 'Steward, called the
charges ‘“baseless” and said
he will “aggressively” defend
the charges.

“Mr. Tanaka dedicated
‘himself to serving the resi-

dents of Los Angeles County-

honorably, ethically and le-
gally,” Steward said in a
statement, “After all the facts
come to light, we are confi-
dent he will be exonerated of
any wrongdoing.”

Tanaka retired in 2013
with- a payout close to
$600,000 from earned va-
cation and sick pay. He re-
eeives an anmual pension of
$199.748. He also has served
as mayor of Gardena since
2005, although on Thursday
he asked the City Council for
an excused Teave of absence
to tend to his legal defense.

Carey left the department

BRAD GRAVERSON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FBI Assistant Director David Bowdich cutlines the federal charges of conspiracy to obstruct justice durlng investigations
into misconduct at L.A. Caunty jails on Thursday.

mer U.S. Attorney Thomas P
(¥Brien, declined comment.
Hector Villagra, executive
director of ACLU of South-
ern California, called the in-
dictments a “sad, but neces-
sary, reminder of the Sher-
iff’s Department’s history of
condoningsviolenee ™ ** -
“Both men have done-im-
measurable harm to the de-

-partment’s réputation and

undermined public trust in
the very agents who are sup-
posed to serve and protect
the public,” he said. “The in-
dictments clearly indicate
just how much worlk the Sher-
iff's Department has to do to
rebuild the public’s Trast”
Between August and De-
cember 2011 Tanaka and
Carey allegedly gave orders
and oversaw actions that ob-
structed an FBI investiga-
tion into civil righis viola-
tions in the jails where dep-
utles allegedly beat inmates

[ PR T My )

br_lbes.

Carey allegedly ordered
deputies to confront an FBI
agent, whe was investigat-
ing the abuses, at her home
to intimidate her and told
her that her arrest was im-
minent, according to the 25-
page indictment. Carey also

allegedly ordered surveil- .

lance of two FBI agents who
were investigating the Sher-
iff’s Department.

Tanaka and Carey alleg-
edly ordered Anthony Brown,

. who is identified as “AB” in

the indictment, to be moved
from Men’s Central Jail once
they discovered Brown was
an FBI informant. Tanaka,
allegedly met in a parking
ot with deputies who were
assigned to pose as Brown's
cellmates who were being
abused by deputies to glean
what information Brown had
given to the FBL Deputies al-
legedly told employees in the

ranarde ranter thewy were 1Im-

when they asked the employ-
ees to create false entries to
show Brown had been re-
leased. from custody and re-
booked under various aliases
so the FBI couldn't track him
and so that be couldn’t testify
before a grand jury, a(:cord-
ing tothe’ mdlcl:ment.

“rampant abuse” ifi the jails.
5till, Tanaka believed that
the umber of investigators
in the internal criminal in-
vestigations bureau, which
investigates complaints,
should be cut from 45 to one,
Yonekura said.

Yonekura noted that the

Sheriff’s Department, now

headed by Jim McDonnell,
has made significant steps
toward changing the cul-
ture of misconduct,

"“This case is not an indict-
ment of (khe Sheriff’s Depart-
ment), but acadre of employ-
ees influenced by superiors,”

aid Tanaka _
¢ars ago about. |

Bowdich said at the morning
news conference.
MecDonnell, through a
spokeswoman, declined to
comment on the indictment,
The spokeswoman said the
sheriff sernit an internal memo
to his employees Thursday
morning and was focused
on lookmgf i,y

expected due 0 the seri-
ousness of the allegations,”
Supervisor Michael Anto-
novich said in a statement.

“When some members of the .

Sheriff’'s Department hide
an inmate from the FBI and
then attempt to arrest an
FBI agent, those responsible
must be held accountable”

Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas said the indictment
showed the need for “strong
civilian oversight” of the
Sheriff’s Department.

“We must have transpar-

B L )

‘ROMAS $ald. “HVeryone 1s
innocent until proven guilty

“and we will respect the legal

process. But no one is above

" the law”

Tanaka launched a losing

bid for Los Angeles County

sheriff in 2014, He squeaked
into the primary with 15 per-
cent of the vote hut lost in
the November runoff against
McDonnell after garner-
ing just 25 percent or about
309,000 votes.

MeDénnell, who took over
as sheriff in December, is a
former Long Beach police
chief and worked for the Los
Angeles Police Department.

Tanaka and Carey are the
eighth and ninth sheriff’s
department officials to face
criminal charges in the case
involving the ohstruction of

F 1 the FBI probe. The initial in-

dictments came out a year
and a half ago.

Six former sheriff's de-
partment officials — two
lieutenants, two sergeants

‘and two deputies — were

convicted in 2014 for their
roles in the cover-up. They
received sentences ranging
from 21 to 41 months, which
they have appealed.

All claimed they had been
following orders in assisting
a legitimate investigation
into how and why a cell-

... Dhone had been smuggled
> iptothe Men’s Central Jail. .

A citizens commission
formed in 2011 to investi-
gate violence in thé coun-
ty’s jails blamed Tanaka
for some of the abuses at the
jails, citing evidence that
he urged deputies to be ag-
gressive and “function right
on the edge of the line” or
“work in the gray area,”
somewhere between what
is legal and what is not.

— Staff writer Dakota. .
Smith contributed to this
report.
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rOWTL showed no emotion as the verdict was read.
gel Superior Ceurt while the mother of Laure

ho has been in Jall for nearly 12 years in connectxon with his

ughter’s death on Nov. 8, 2000. .

¢ panel of six men and six women also found true t’he spe-

cumstance allegations of murder for financial gain and

. R | ~-murderwhlle lymg in wait, which carry a mandatory life prison Famll phota of Carneron Brown and hlS
b : : BROWN »PAGE?7 . . ' daughte! Lauren Key R

CDUR?ESY PHOTO
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George G. Lomeli, Asked
about the sentencmg date, .

attorney Aron Laub said

he “argued fora verdict of

involuntary manslaughter

because 1 sincerely beheve__
that is Wha.t “happened in
this case. I have great con-

fidence'in ourjury system,
but 1 canpot agree that
this was.a just verdict.
Jury foreman Greg Apo—
daca said the panel, which
on May 7 visited the Inspi-
- ration Point site where the
gir! planged to her death,
wanted to acknowledge
those who had “invested
several years in this case”

“We appreciate the ev-

that he would take respon-.
‘sibility for what happened
+that-day; so. F'm thank»f_-
ful for God for carrying.
‘me ‘and my family and

my friends through this

‘time,” she said. “Lauren
was our gift from God, the
best thing thgt ever hap»‘-

pened-to us.

‘Atop the 120~f00t cliff
where Lauren plunged to
her death is a large rock
with a memorial plaque
containing Lauren’s pic-
ture. Hum said Brown
tossed the girl off that

«cliff out of hatred for her

no.interest in meeting his
daughte ‘until she was
more than 3 years old and

“that Brown was advised:

he needed to request vis-

Atation if he wanted a re-’
‘duction_in the monthly

“child support payments of .
about $1,000 that he had

been ordered to pay.

Hom told ]urors it was
“clear that Lauren did
not slip and fall,” but was
picked up and thrown off
the cliff to her death. The
prosecutor questioned

Browq's statement to in-

_ d. Hum told the :
panel that Brown showed ' _
jurors toward a guilty ver-

“In wrappmg p his-clos-
mg argument Monday, -
Laub attempied to guide. |

dict on a lesser charge of -
manslaighter, reading out
the charge in full before
saying it should be .
“serious thought ™.
_“This father, who had
this duty to hold her hand
or hold her ... didn’t do it,”
the defense attorney sald
“Honestly, I have a hard
time seeing a not guilty
(verdict). ... I am looking
for what is justice>
Brown has been jailed
without bail since his ar
rest in November 2003.
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i _pariment:— even

"’the people s pow

_'-pohce Which is: why'a.n upcom—; ___.

the nation’s la.rges

. SPEC!
" when the men’and women be-
~hind the badgesdon’ t waut

it would have 1o be. approved by
. the Board of Supervisors. The
supervisors are supposedto”
hear this month from a work-

* = ing group assigned to ‘make rec-

“ommendations gbout the ¢o:

mission’s ma.keup and fllIlCT]Ol'l.. 1
e It’s encouraging that, in nine " -
. town-hall meetings held by the’

working group, L.A. County res-
idents have been speaking up
for subpoena power. And that -
Max Huntsman, the Sheriff’s
Department inspector general
who is a member of the work-
ing grovp, is a strong propo-
nent of subpoena power.

What could be the argument
against it? There is one — and

' " investigation of jailhouse mis- .- !
- "conduct. But. McDonnell is not:+

g Especially When the goalisto - E
protect the public from la.W-en- i

' McDonnell and some others ' :
say subpoena power WOlﬂd cre-: .
anal

--;-ate an. advers

-:."ﬂha]f dozen -deputles forinter-:
. fering with a federal’ mwl-rrghts

infallible. He can’t control ajl *

- 18,000 department: employeea

He won*t be sheriff forever, a.nd o

.pubhc official.

forcément abuse, the people g

. right to know must not be re-
stricted. "A _series of Ppolice bru- - :

ality vases around the nation
nds us of what’s at st

Torihe same reasons that:: i - |

‘the Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment’s inspector general was

~ given sibpoena power follow-

ing the 1998 Rampart scandal;
the people watching the Sher-
iff’s Department have it after -.
this confidence-shaking mess.
Tell the working group and
county.supervisors to take this
important next siep toward re-

form, -
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